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Use the article titled “Coming Distractions" by Frank W. Baker on pages 202 – 213 in your 
student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                      
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. In paragraph 1 on page 207 of “Coming Distractions,” what does “trailer” mean? Use 
two details from the article to support your answer. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________  
 

2. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 through 3 on p. 208? Use two details from the 
article to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Use the articles titled “Coming Distractions" by Frank W. Baker on pages 202 – 213 and “How 
Do They Do That” by Alan Giles on pages 218 - 220 in your student reader to answer the 
question below.                                                                      
 
Directions 
Read the articles.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

3.  Both the articles “Coming Distractions” and “How Do They Do That” focus on making 

movies that capture the viewers’ interest. How is making movies similar and different in 

both articles? Use details from both articles to support your response. 
 

 In your response be sure to  

 explain how both articles are similar 

 explain how both articles are different 

 use details from both articles to support your response 

 



 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s): RI.4.4 
RI.4.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases 
in a text. 
W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 
 
Stem Used:  In paragraph # of [article] what does “X” mean?  Use two details from the article to 
support your response. 
 
p. 206 

 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

 In paragraph 1 on page 207, the word “trailer” is an advertising method a movie company 

uses to attract attention to a new movie. The article explains that “Movie studios advertise their 

movies like crazy.”  Specifically, trailers are used to appeal to certain audiences. They appear on 

television during times that the target audience is likely to be watching. For instance, the article 

states, “Trailers for Revenge of the Mighty Hamburger won’t be running during the evening news. 

Kids aren’t watching TV then. But they’ll be all over the TV right around the time school lets out!”    

Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details  

1. In paragraph 1 on page 207 of “Coming Distractions,” what does “trailer” 
mean? Use two details from the article to support your answer. 

____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

 
  
 
  
              



 

 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 

 
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s):  
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 
 
Stem Used:  What is the main idea of paragraphs # to #? Use two details from the story to 
support your response.         
 
p. 207 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  

The main idea of paragraphs 1 through 3 on page 208 is that movies use a variety of 

techniques to keep the audience interested and entertained.  One technique uses the view of the 

camera to engage the audience. For example, “In a scene in Jaws, the director wanted the shark’s 

point of view. So the camera became the shark.”  Another technique is to use lighting in a certain 

way to tell the audience what is happening or about to happen, “A character in a well-lit area is 

safe and happy. When a person’s face is half in shadow, half in light we know she is doing 

something evil.” 

 
Possible Details to Include: 

      2. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 through 3 on p. 208? Use two details 
 from the article to support your response. 

 ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

  



 

● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 
 

 
Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.4.9, W.4.1 
RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 
the subject knowledgeably. 
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 
 
Stem Used:  Both articles focus on X. How is X similar and different in both articles? Use details 
from both articles to support your response.    
 
pp. 202-213 and 218-220 
 
In your student reader, use the articles titled “Coming Distractions” by Frank W. Baker on pp.  
202-213 and “How Do They Do That?” by Allan Giles on pp. 218-220 to answer the following 
question.   
 
Directions  

Read the articles.  Then answer question 3. 

 
 
 
 

3.  Both the article “Coming Distractions” and “How Do They Do That” focus 

on making movies that capture the viewers’ interest. How are making movies 

similar and different in both articles? Use details from both articles to 

support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how both articles are similar 

 explain how both articles are different 

 use details from both articles to support your response 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 It is important to capture the viewer’s interest when making movies, otherwise, no one 
will want to see the movie. The articles “Coming Distractions” and “How Do They Do That?” 
explain both similar and different methods used by film makers to create “movie magic.” 
 Both articles explain that moviemakers use CGI, or computer generated imagery. CGI is 
used to film dangerous scenes in order to keep actors safe or to film imaginary events to make 
things look the way the filmmaker wants.  For example, “How Do They Do That?” explains that 
“Some films, such as the Shrek movies, are entirely computer generated.” 
 However, there are also differences between the articles. The article “Coming 
Distractions” informs the readers about all the details of movie making that they may not be 
aware of.  The article describes how movies are promoted, made more appealing and dramatic 

“to keep us in our seats.” The article focuses on movies as entertainment and for the movie goer 
to know that they “don’t paint an accurate picture of real life.”  On the other hand, the second 
article, “How Do They Do That,” focuses on movies’ use of special effects. The article informs the 
reader about three types of special effects that create scenes that would otherwise be impossible 
to film.  Model making was a special effect used in the movie Jurassic Park, and computer 
animation (CGI) was used to make the movie Avatar.  Blue and green screen filming is used to 
keep actors safe when the scene is too dangerous to film in actual conditions.   
 In conclusion, movies are made to entertain.  Both movie techniques and advanced 
technology will be sure to keep our attention and interest, just remember, it isn’t always what it 
appears to be. 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details  

 
Score Points: 
Apply 4 point rubric 
 
 
 


